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Cast of Characters

JCEY Age 19; HIS first day on his
first real job, working for
hi s nother's ol der brother,
FRANK.

DI NC Age fifty; HE has been a
wai ter forever.

MARCC Age open; HE likes being a
wai ter, but isn't nmuch for new
chal | enges.

FRANK DOM NI C Late forties; owner of a
successful catering service,
HE i s a good busi nessnan.

SI GNORE ANTONI C Fifties; a singularly
brilliant chef fromthe old
country: Sicily.

JAMVES DI LEONE Fat her of the bridegroom HE

is assuned to have inherited
the fam |y busi ness.

Setting

The service hall of a ballroonf banquet roomin New Jersey,
USA.

Ti e

Saturday, not that |ong ago



SETTI NC:

AT RI SE:

The service hallway of a

bal | roonf banquet roomin a posh New
Jersey hotel. Along table set up with
trays, extra coffee services,

silverware, napkins; folding tray racks
| ean agai nst the back wall. Bus bins are
on the back counter. The kitchen is off,
UR, beyond a turn in the corridor. DL,
doubl e swi nging doors with round gl ass
w ndows | ead to the dining room

It is md-evening. The SOUNDS OF a grand
PARTY: tal k, laughter, a big band, are
heard, OFF DL, WHENEVER THE DOORS TO THE
DI NIl NG ROOM OPEN. JOEY, age ni neteen,
enters, DL, crossing UR to the kitchen
as DINO, age fifty, enters URwith a
tray of coffee pots and crosses DL to

t he di ning room

JOEY

They need nore chanpagne at bar three.

DI NO

Told themto stock it heavy.

JOEY

(Exits into the kitchen, UR)
There wasn't enough room

DI NO

Shoul d have opened up bar two, too. Told them
(HE exits into the ballroom DL.)

Yeah.
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FRANK

(Of, UR calls.)
Ckay, we're about

r eady.

(MARCO, age indetermnate, enters fromthe

ki t chen,

UR, carrying a box of chanpagne.)
MARCO

(Crossing DL.)
Hey, Joey? Bar three, right?

(Enters,

JCEY
UR, with a box of chanpagne.)

(They exit into the ballroom DL. FRANK, in
his late forties, a chef's apron over his
busi ness suit, enters UR with hal f-a-dozen
enpty round serving trays and stacks them on
the table. DINO enters, DL, with an enpty

tray.)



DI NO
(Exits into the kitchen, UR)
Time for nmore rolls.

(MARCO enters, DL, picks up an enpty tray and
tray rack.)

MARCO
They' re about finished with the sal ad.

(Marco exits into the ballroom DL, passing
JOEY, who is entering DL.)

FRANK
(Handing hima tray.)
Joey, help pick up salads. Wrk to this side of the kitchen, so
you stay close to Marco.

JOEY
Everybody is working fromthe service area at the other side of
t he kitchen.

FRANK
And you can, too, as soon as you're nore sure of yourself.
Meanwhi | e, watch Marco and Dino and pick up fromthe left.

JOEY
Ckay. | renenber.
(He exits, DL, with tray and rack.)

DI NO
(Enters, UR, with rolls and butter.)
They' re hot.
FRANK
They better be, for what we're charging.
DI NO
Naw, | nmean the newl yweds. If they were dancing any cl oser,

they' d be back to back.

(DINO exits, DL. FRANK exits into the
kitchen, UR MARCO enters fromthe ballroom
DL, with a tray of dirty salad plates. HE
enpties the plates into a bus bin.)

MARCO
(Calls.)
Hey, M. Domnic, |ady out there wants to know if there's
sugar in the salad dressing, as it's sweet.
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FRANK
(OFf, UR)
Who knows?
(Calling, his voice fading as he wal ks away.)
Signore Antoni o, do you put sugar in the salad dressing?

(JOEY enters, DL, with a full tray of dirty
sal ad pl ates and begins unl oading theminto
the bin.)

JOEY
They're all dancing again. Wen are they going to eat? Man, we're
going to be here all night.

MARCO
(Exits, DL, with enpty tray.)
This is a tipping crowd. Enjoy it.

(JOEY picks up the bin to take it to the
kitchen as FRANK enters, UR)

FRANK
"1l take that.

JOEY
It's okay, Uncle Frank.

FRANK

(Taking the bin.)

Naw. |f Benny was here, he'd take care of it. Tonight, |'m Benny.
You' re dressed to serve.

JOEY
kay. |'msorry.

FRANK

Hey, what? This is how | started out in this business. Like
riding a bike. You get out there and keep tossing sal ad pl ates,
kid. Entrees are about ready.

(FRANK exits, UR JOEY exits, DL, with an
enpty tray, passing DINO as he enters, DL,
with a tray of dirty salad plates. He puts
themin a bin as MARCO enters, DL, with nore
dirty salad plates and joins himat the bin
to enpty his tray. FRANK enters, UR to

repl ace the bus bin.)

FRANK
Mar co, the sugar. Antoni o says, yeah, of course, do | take him
for a barbarian?

MARCO
VWhat, he's insulted?
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FRANK
If he was insulted it would be Sicilian and you' d have heard it
over the horns and druns. But it's honey. It's |ike a honey

nmust ar d.
DI NO
They started the dollar dance.
FRANK
VWat's the matter with these peopl e? They haven't eaten yet.
MARCO
Your nephew sai d about the sane thing.
FRANK
Kid's no dummy. W'd better get the entrees out or we'll be here
all night.
MARCO

He said sonething |ike that, too.

(JOEY enters, DL, with two dirty salad pl ates
on his tray, and stands, stricken, just
i nside the door.)

JOEY
(Alittle kid:.)
...Uncle Flunk...?

FRANK
(Surprised.)
Yeah? Joe? That it? That all of thenf

JOEY
No. There's one nore.

FRANK
VWhat? Well, go get it. Wiere is it?

JOEY
Under the dead | ady.

MARCO
What ?

DI NO
Cute, Joey. Not funny.

FRANK

What are you tal ki ng about? Sonebody pass out at the table?

DI NO
Clear out, if she's dead.
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FRANK
Can it, Dino. Sonebody passed out at the table. Joey's never seen
t hat before. He doesn't know, so he thinks she's dead.

JOEY
She is dead, Uncle Frank! She's got to be! She's got an olive in
her nose! Go | ook! Go see!

MARCO
(Crosses DL to | ook through door w ndows.)
Where? Can you see from here? Hey, yeah! There's a |ady at that
corner table, she's slunped over. But nobody's with her. She's

al one.
DI NO
They all nust be danci ng.
JOEY
She's too old to dance and she's dead.
(To FRANK.)
Check it out!
FRANK
Okay, | will. But only because | don't renenber you ever having a

si ck sense of hunor.

(FRANK exits into the ballroom DL, the
others following to crowd around the door
w ndows to watch.)

MARCO
Wul d you |l ook at that? |I've never seen a bride with that nuch
noney pinned to her dress. She | ooks |ike a head of romaine.

DI NO
Hey, Frank's picking up the old lady's plate. No, no, he's not.
Ch, man. He's upset. Here he cones.

(They all nove back fromthe doors. FRANK
enters, DL.)

FRANK
She' s dead.

DI NO
Dead.

MARCO
Real | y dead? O what?

DI NO
Not the food.

FRANK

Keep your voi ce down!
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DI NO
Can't be the food. W all ate it before..

FRANK
Don't pani ¢ Antoni o!

MARCO
Pani ¢ Ant oni 0? What about us?

FRANK
She's an old, old | ady, she dropped dead of excitenent, that's
al | .

JOEY
That can't be all, Uncle Frank. Wat about when people conme back
to the table?

FRANK

(Pain.)
Oh, oh, oh, Lord! Wat kind of a wedding nenory is this? "The
service was |ovely, the church was divine, and the banquet was
exqui site, except for when old Ms. Wat's-her-nane dropped dead
in the antipasto.”

MARCO
Honey nust ar d.

FRANK
What ever.

DI NO
Can't | eave her out there.

JCEY
Who is she?

MARCO
Got to | et soneone know

FRANK
Were's the seating chart? Do we still have the seating chart?

JCEY

(Putting down his tray, checking his pockets
and producing a tightly folded diagram)

Here. 1've still got it. It's here.
FRANK
(Taking the diagram opening it:.)
kay, table twenty-four, M... Mss ... Ms... Ms... Oh Cod,

no! Ms. Leonardo G di Leone. It's the bridegroom s grandnother
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